Focal atrial tachycardia refractory to radiofrequency catheter ablation originating from right atrial appendage.
A 44-year-old female presented with incessant, drug-refractory atrial tachycardia (AT). An electrophysiological study suggested focal abnormal automaticity, and localized the AT origin to the apex of the right atrial appendage (RAA). Repeated radiofrequency catheter ablation to the site of the earliest endocardial activation during AT failed. At surgery, right atrial appendectomy terminated the AT. On macroscopic findings, the cavity of the RAA became a dead-end before the apex. In patients with drug and radiofrequency catheter ablation, refractory focal AT arising from the RAA, especially the apex of the RAA, in our opinion surgical treatment could be considered in the lack of efficacy of ablation.